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Few people nowadays really doubt that global weather patterns are changing, and it’s going to get worse according to climate change guru Lester R Brown;

Ever since you and I can remember, probably, we’ve been saying that the US with 5% of the world’s people is consuming a third or forty percent of the world’s resources. That was true. It is no longer true. China is now consuming more of the basic resources than the United States. If the Chinese economy grows at 8% every year, by 2031 China’s 1.45 billion people will be consuming the equivalent of two thirds of the world current grain harvest. Their paper consumption will be double current world production. There go the world’s forests.

What China is teaching us is that the Western economic model, the fossil fuel based, automobile centered, throw away, economy is not going to work for China. Nor will it work for India. And, in an increasingly integrated global economy, it will not work for the industrial countries either because we all depend, now, on the same oil, grain and steel. The point is that, we have to re-structure the economy, we need a new economy that will sustain economic progress. One that is powered by renewable sources of energy.

If we continue with “Business as usual” or anything even approaching business as usual, we’re in serious trouble. We now have the technologies to convert almost everything we eat into automotive fuel, in the form of ethanol or bio-diesel. But what this means, is that we are now setting up a competition between supermarkets and service stations. What we are looking at is a growth in demand as a result, not only of adding 70 million people a year but now by the enormous demand for automotive fuel. 

